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Checkmate Downstate!
ÒCheckmate!Ó was a phrase most opponents heard after playing members of our 
2008-2009 Bison Chess Team. Infused with new talent, the Buffalo Grove chess team 
has again made themselves known as a prominent team both within and outside  
our conference. This year!s regular season proved to be a triumphant one as the  
team had impressive performances at their Mid-Suburban League matches. The Chess 
team started off the season strong and finished with an MSL record of 8 wins, 1 loss, 
and 1 tie. 

Besides competing in their scheduled MSL matches, the chess team also competed 
in the annual ÒKnights of the Round TableÓ tournament held at Bloom High School. 
Several of our players placed in top spots out of the 300 participants who competed. 
Freshman Matt Wilber took home a first place medal for his individual performance at 
the tournament. Buffalo Grove!s chess team is preparing for this years! MSL tournament 
that will be held at Elk Grove High School. The Buffalo Grove team will be the defending 
tournament champions and look forward to adding another trophy to the wall of the 
Buffalo Grove main foyer.

After our MSL tournament, it will be time to head downstate to the IHSA tournament in 
Peoria. The team competes in two days of tiring competition against several Chicagoland 
and downstate schools. Last year, when all the team points were counted and the last 
game was made official, the B.G. team finished an impressive 21 out of 126 teams. The 
team finished with a 5-2 record playing two of their matches in the prestigious ÒropesÓ 
area. This area is reserved for the teams that are in competition for a spot in the top 
25. The downstate team will be led by Freshman Matt Wilber and Sophomore Andrey 
Puzanov. These players, although young, have continued to score victory after victory 
against their junior and senior opponents in the MSL conference. Additionally, the team 
has received a boost from spectacular performances by juniors Nedim Bajramovic, 
Adam Leslie, and Ryan McGonagle. The team also owes much of their success to 
seniors Max Gorbunov, Brittany Wasserman, and Patrick Brady who will all be missed 
when we start next season. We have also recruited several talented new players such 
as Sophomore Karen Wilber and Freshmen Paul Robaszewski and Chris Collins. With 
so many young and talented players, Buffalo Grove!s Chess team is looking forward to 
several more victorious seasons to follow.

During past seasons, the chess team has helped tutor middle school students at Cooper 
Junior High and more recently at Ivy Hill Elementary. The members of the chess team 
have worked one-on-one with students to improve their individual games. During this 
post-season, our players are looking forward to spending time with these students 
helping them develop skills and sportsmanship that will one day make them competitive 
players. The chess hopefuls from Cooper and Ivy Hill are excited about competing in the 
Mid-Suburban League when they get to high school.  

Although the regular season has ended, the team continues to meet in preparation for 
our upcoming tournaments. The Bison chess team is always looking for new players 
who would like to compete or just improve their play. Our freshmen, sophomores, and 
juniors look forward to adding more wins during next season to their already impressive 
record. 

Go Bison Chess!



from the principal!s desk . . .
Dear Bison Families,

I hope that everyone is staying warm and well as we all attempt to plow through what seems to be a very 
long winter in Chicago. I thought to myself this morning when I seem to be frustrated with the heat and 
humidity of summer, I need to be reminded of the stress that the cold and snow can bring. I appreciate 
your patience and cooperation as we worked through the two days when B.G. was closed. You should have 
received an automated message from me indicating that your student(s) would be able to pick up any items 
they needed to prepare for final exams even though the building was not open. The call is generated from a 
list. If you did not receive a call, please check with my assistant, Peg Ludy, to make sure that we have the 
most recent information on your phone number(s) in our database.

I again would like to thank the Buffalo Grove Parent Association for our beautiful new sign. We are always so proud of our school and 
now as everyone approaches the intersection of Dundee and Arlington Heights Roads, our community is aware that this is Buffalo 
Grove High School. The process from start to finish was very lengthy, but I am confident that all are pleased with the finished product. 
It is so nice to be able to display all of the wonderful B.G. events and happenings to our public.  

As we open second semester, I once again would like to take this chance to reacquaint you with the vision we hold for your student 
here at Buffalo Grove High School. With the demands of a global economy, Buffalo Grove is committed to preparing your son and/
or daughter for the world of work in the 21st century. Our staff has been highly involved in researching the skills necessary for future 
success and I am extremely proud of the progress we are making to infuse these skills throughout our academic program. Many 
of the fastest growing jobs and emerging industries rely on the capacity for a worker to think in a creative way, the ability to think 
unconventionally, imagine new scenarios, and produce astonishing work. Each of the 21st century skills; critical thinking, intellectual 
curiosity, interpersonal and collaborative skills, and self-direction reinforce our commitment to the college readiness skills and most 
importantly, address the concept of student engagement which we believe is critical to a student!s academic success. Please have 
the conversation with your student about many of the innovative methods that are being used to deliver our curriculum. Numerous 
staff members have embraced the need to promote network literacy through the use of wikispaces, blogs, and google documents. In 
addition to the use of these networking sites, we have a strong commitment to internet safety and education. The world is changing 
rapidly and Buffalo Grove High School has every intention of anticipating the needs of our students to best prepare them for their 
future. For a comprehensive look at 21st century skills and their impact on the work that our students must be prepared for, you might 
refer to the website www.21stcenturyskills.org. 

Foreign language instruction is another skill cited by many as a necessity for the 21st century. In addition to our current offerings of 
Spanish, French, and German, we are excited about the new offering of Mandarin. Your student will have the opportunity to enroll in 
this new course during the registration process with their academic counselor.

Some of you may have had students who participated in our Test Preparation program last year. We spent quite a long time 
researching the test prep programs that were available, and most importantly, training our staff to provide strategies that would 
enhance test performance on the ACT. Recently, we made a comparison between students that took part in this new program and 
those that did not. We are happy to report that our students who attended our revamped test preparation program last year had an 
average growth of 3.8 over their score on the institutional ACT. The institutional ACT is given in April of their sophomore year. To give 
you a frame of reference, we typically look for growth of 2.0 from one academic year to the next. This 2.0 growth almost doubled for 
the students that were given targeted interventions and test taking strategies. Last year, approximately 190 of our juniors participated. 
This year we have 230 juniors enrolled in our program. We are looking forward to continued growth through this program to give our 
students every opportunity to attain the score that best displays their academic ability.

Many of you may have noticed that Buffalo Grove High School was the recipient of a silver award granted by U.S News and World 
Report in their study on ÒAmerica!s Best High SchoolsÓ. This was reported in December 2008. A three-step process is used to 
determine the list of best high schools. The first two steps ensure that a school serves all of their students well using state proficiency 
standards as the measuring benchmarks. For schools that make it past the first two steps, a third step assesses the degree to which 
schools prepare students for college-level work. Often our AP enrollment, as well as the performance of our students on AP exams, 
determines the college readiness. This award reflects the work of a committed staff, motivated students, and a supportive parental 
community. 

February, like many other months, is filled with numerous events and activities. Please enjoy our winter play, ÒYou Can!t Take it With 
You,Ó the Expressions DeKalb Preview Show, our Winter Orchestra Concert, or one of the many athletic events. We look forward to 
having many of our siblings here with us for Sibling Day on Friday, February 13th, and hope that many of your children attend the 
Turnabout Dance on Saturday, February 28th.

Thank you again for your continued support of Buffalo Grove High School. We truly are a community that has so much to be proud of.

Respectfully yours,

Carol A. Burlinski

Buffalo Grove High School Parent Newsletter is published 11 times a year, monthly during the school year, by 
Township High School District 214, Buffalo Grove High School, 1100 W. Dundee Road, Buffalo Grove, IL  60089.



1

News from
Student Services

Class of 2013

February
2009

First semester exams have been completed, grades have been issued, and you should have received your 
child!s first semester grades. We hope that your child had a positive first semester. Now is the time for your 
child to make adjustments in study habits for the second semester if grades need improvement. Feel free 
to contact your child!s teachers or counselor if you need assistance.

Our Curriculum/Activities Fair for the Class of 2013 was held January 27. At this event incoming freshmen 
registered for next year!s elective classes, as well as sampled the curricular and co-curricular offerings at 
Buffalo Grove High School. Student Services staff also met with parents, students, and teachers at the 
sender middle schools in preparation for CAF 2013 course selection.

Registration for the 2009-10 school year is in progress. All registration will be completed by February 18. 
Your child received an Academic Handbook and course registration materials explaining available courses.  
Please review these materials and discuss course selections with your student. Over spring break you 
will receive a letter indicating your student!s selections and will have an opportunity to make adjustments.   
Any students who plan to graduate early must notify their counselors and file appropriate paperwork by 
February 18.

Please note that in order to graduate, students must pass Information Processing (551) or a proficiency 
test. Most students meet this requirement by passing course 551. Only a very small percentage of students 
pass the proficiency test without taking a course. It is recommended that students take 551 as early in their 
high school career as possible to assist them in other courses. Many incoming freshmen take the course 
in summer school. Students may take the proficiency test during freshman, sophomore, or first semester 
junior year. Seniors are not allowed to take the proficiency test. If students have not passed the test or the 
class by February of their junior year, they must take the class senior year.  

Buffalo Grove offers career education opportunities at off-campus locations. Dual Credit classes are 
taught at Harper College and provide both high school and college credit. Classes open to juniors and 
seniors include Electronics, Fire Science, Introduction to the Health Care Field, Food Service/Hospitality 
Management, and Refrigeration and Air Conditioning. Classes limited to senior students include Criminal 
Justice, Fashion Career Seminar, American Sign Language, and Nursing Assistant Training. For most Dual 
Credit courses, a student needs a GPA of at least 4.0 and a good attendance and behavior record. Please 
note that all colleges may not accept these credits. Harper has cooperative agreements with colleges 
that will transfer these credits. Juniors and seniors may also take Practical Architecture Construction, and 
seniors may take Cosmetology and Nail Technology. The teacher intern program, Business Academy, 
Education Academy, and Medical Academy are additional options. Students should see their counselors 
for details.

Financial aid seminars were held in January. You may still pick up financial aid forms in the College Career 
Center for your senior students.  

Check the College Career Center for upcoming college representative visits. Typically March is the month 
representatives begin targeting junior students. Mark your calendars: College Night is April 7. More 
information about this popular program will be in future newsletters.  

First Semester 
Ends

2009-2010 
Registration

Financial Aid

Information 
Processing

Dual Credit 
Courses

College Career 
Center

EMERGENCY CLOSINGS
For additional information on closings, visit the Buffalo Grove High School homepage: 

http://bghs.d214.org   
Select the Emergency Information link at the top of the page. This will take you to District 214!s 
Emergency Closing Information page. This page will be updated as needed and will reflect the latest 
information regarding the operation of all district schools.
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DECEMBER STUDENTS 
OF THE MONTH

Daniel Rieboldt
Career & Technical Education

Ryan Logan
English/Fine Arts

Joshua Warman
Foreign Language/Social Science/ELL 

Zach Anzelmo
Math/Science

Michelle Jackson
Physical Education

Kristy Donnowitz
Student Services

Blood Drive
Buffalo Grove!s Senior Class Board is hosting a blood 
drive through Life Source Blood Services, a non-profit             
organization, on February 18, 2009 from 7:30 a.m. to    
3:00 p.m. Parents and students can help by donating your 
blood if you are 16-80 years old, 110 pounds or more, and 
in good health. During the procedure, you will be given a 
mini-physical by a nurse where your pulse, blood pressure, 
temperature, and hemoglobin will be tested. Slightly less 
than one pint of blood is taken. The entire procedure, 
from registration to refreshments, will take approximately 
45 minutes. If you or your child meet the criteria for blood  
donation, please sign up in the main office at Buffalo Grove 
High School. You may also call 847-718-4000 to make 
an appointment. Please make your appointment before 
February 13, 2009. Your help will be greatly appreciated!  

Welcome Class of 2013
All incoming freshmen will be required to have a completed 
physical prior to registering for classes at Buffalo Grove High 
School. The physical forms will be included in a packet given 
to your student at their middle schools.

The physical form is 2-sided and is required by the 
Illinois Department of Public Health. The first side requires 
the physician or nurse document all immunizations your 
child was given. It also requires a signature to verify the 
immunization history.

The second side of the form includes a health history section 
to be completed by the parent and signed. The bottom of 
the form needs to be completed by the student!s doctor and 
requires a height, weight, blood pressure, BMI and a review 
of systems. The physician will also have to address the 
physical education/sports section.  

I am including all this information because each year 
a number of students are not allowed to complete the 
registration process because they do not have a complete 
current physical exam. A missing blood pressure, parent 
signature, or an incomplete immunization history will slow 
down your registration process and may interfere with your 
student beginning school.

Physical forms can be turned in to the health office as 
they are completed. Make your appointments as soon as 
possible. When you have your exam completed please keep 
a copy for your own file.  

Stacy Wodka, Certified School Nurse.
847-718-4171

Parent Education Seminars
Growing Out of Adolescence: 

Successfully Launching Your Teen
Monday - February 9, 2009

7:30 pm in the B.G.H.S. Theater

Parents of older teenagers need to set the stage for the 
transition between high school and what comes next for 
everyone in the family. If you missed it in previous years, 
need a refresher, now have an upper classman or even a 
young adult just beyond high school, please join us and 
bring friends. Anyone can join us. You do not need to be a 
B.G.H.S. parent to participate.

Laurie Josephson, LCSW (Licensed Clinical Social Worker), 
will help you thoughtfully focus on the important knowledge 
and parenting strategies that will best equip teens and their 
parents through the late stage of a student!s adolescence 
and into young adulthood. She will also address the issue of 
how to prepare yourself for the change in family dynamics 
created by your young adult leaving the family home for 
school or work.
 
Ms. Josephson speaks from personal and professional 
experience and returns to our program because those who 
have heard her speak want another chance to hear her 
again!   Mark your calendar for this one!  

UPCOMING DATE TO PLACE ON YOUR CALENDAR

April 29, 2009 (Wednesday) 7:30 pm in the B.G.H.S. 
Theater: Everything You Always Wanted to Know About 
B.G.H.S. Ð Class of 2013

Details about seminars may be accessed on the B.G.P.A. 
website (http://bghs.d214.org/Parents/BGPA/seminars.pdf) 
or by contacting the Parent Education Coordinators at lyfe-
wyr@comcast.net.
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Summer School 2009
SUNDOWN ACADEMY
One 24-Day Semester at Forest View Educational Center/

Vanguard School, 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm

DRIVER EDUCATION 
 Buffalo Grove High School
 1st Session - June 15 to July 9, 2009  
 2nd Session - July 13 to August 6, 2009
 Time: 7:30 to 10:30 am and 10:30 am to 1:30 pm

DRIVER EDUCATION 
 SUNDOWN ACADEMY - Hersey High School
 June 15 to July -16, 2009
 Time: 6:00 to 9:00 pm

COURSES, TUITION AND FEES
The summer school brochure will be in the March 
Parent Newsletter. Registration begins Tuesday, March 
31, 2009.

HOST LOCATIONS
Buffalo Grove High School will offer a full compliment 

of courses
Forest View Alternative School will offer a limited 

selection of courses
Hersey High School will offer a limited selection of 

courses
Newcomer Center will offer courses for English Language 

Learners
Rolling Meadows High School will offer a full compliment 

of courses
 
CALENDAR:  Most Academic Classes
1st Semester  (7:30 am - 12:30 pm)
 June 15 - June 18 (Monday - Thursday) 4-day week
 June 22 - June 25 (Monday - Thursday) 4-day week
 June 29 - July 2 (Monday - Thursday) 4-day week
2nd Semester  (7:30 am - 12:30 pm)
 July 6 - July 9 (Monday - Thursday) 4-day week
 July 13 - July 16 (Monday - Thursday) 4-day week
 July 20 - July 23 (Monday - Thursday) 4-day week

National Technical Honor Society (NTHS) recognizes 
outstanding student achievement in career and technical 
education. Buffalo Grove High School is one of over 2,000 
schools and colleges throughout the U.S. to sponsor a 
local chapter. This organization, affiliated with Clemson 
University, encourages higher scholastic achievement, 
cultivates a desire for personal excellence, and helps 
top students find success in today!s globally competitive 
workplace.

In January, teachers will nominate seniors based on the 
following criteria:
• Three or more semester courses in Career and 

Technical Education programs (not including Information 
Processing and E-Consumerism, which are graduation 
requirements)

• GPA of 4.5 or better in CTE coursework
• Overall GPA of 4.0 or better
• Good attendance
• Post secondary plans in a related field
• Participation in student organizations (DECA, FCCLA, 

FTA, Robotics, Service Learning, Student Council, 
etc.)

• Exemplary personal and professional conduct, 
exceptional character, and good citizenship

Approximately 20 B.G.H.S. seniors will be selected to join 
students from the other five District 214 schools for induction 
at Forest View Educational Center on February 24. These 
students will receive an NTHS Membership Certificate, 
an honorary white graduation tassel, and three letters of 
recommendation that can be used for school admissions, 
potential employers, and scholarship applications. Listing 
this nationally recognized organization would enhance any 
senior!s personal resume.

In addition to recognizing our outstanding career and 
technical students, B.G.H.S. will publicly honor one 
individual or business who makes important contributions 
to our school during this year. Students benefit greatly 
from numerous donations of time, money, equipment, and 
internship opportunities with our community partners.

National Technical Honor Society

Lost & Found
Items that your student may have lost can be found in the Attendance 
Office. Items not claimed at the end of each quarter are donated to charity.
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COLLEGE CAREER COUNSELING TEAM CORNER
AN INVITATION TO JUNIOR PARENTS

We would like to take this opportunity to repeat our 
invitation to junior parents and their students to meet with 
us for the purpose of post-high school planning. These 
meetings provide an opportunity to get to know you and the 
student, answer questions that you will have, provide you 
with information about the college application process, and 
hear what the student!s interest(s) may be. We would like to 
schedule these throughout the second semester beginning 
in March. Meetings can be scheduled at 7:00 AM before 
school, during a student!s free period, or the student!s 
lunch hour. Please call your respective college counselor 
to schedule an appointment. We look forward to meeting 
with each of our junior parents and their student(s). Second 
semester will also find us meeting with juniors in March as 
part of their junior guidance activities. Also, college reps will 
be coming to B.G.H.S. throughout the spring to meet with 
juniors and underclassmen.  

NAVIANCE NOW COMES TO JUNIORS
AND THEIR PARENTS

Junior students and parents will be sent an information 
letter and family registration code the beginning of this 
month. The hope is that junior parents and students can 
familiarize themselves with Naviance before students begin 
using it officially during Junior Guidance in March.

DATES TO REMEMBER
February 12 - FAFSA Completion Night at Wheeling 

High School, 6:30 pm OR 7:45 pm. Please call Loretta 
Prindle, Wheeling High School, at 847.718.7046 for 
an appointment or e-mail Loretta at loretta.prindle@
d214.org. Bring with you a completed copy of your 
2008 Federal tax return and a copy of your child!s 2008 
Federal tax return with all attachments and W2 forms 

for your appointment. Be sure to register in advance for 
two PINS at pin.ed.gov. PINS are electronic signatures 
and allow you to complete and sign the FAFSA without 
mailing anything to the processor. One PIN is for the 
parent and the other for the student. Do this at least 4 
days BEFORE the workshop.

 Also have available the following information:
• Asset total for parent(s) and student EXCLUDING 

retirement and home equity
• Student!s drivers license number and social security 

number
February 23 - Special Education College Planning at Forest 

View Educational Center, 7:00 pm
March 3 - Junior Parent Night at Buffalo Grove High School, 

7:00 pm
March 10 - Selective College Admission Night at Forest 

View Educational Center, 7:00 pm
April 1 - Ask the College Night at Forest View Educational 

Center, 7:00 pm
April 7 - College Fair at Harper College, 6:00-8:30 pm
April 28 - Career Expo at Willow Creek Church, 7:00-8:30 

pm

We will meet with the seniors in May. They will fill out senior 
exit surveys, let us know where the final transcript should 
be sent, and tell us what their plans are if they are not 
planning on attending college.

ANY COLLEGE or CAREER QUESTIONS? 
 

Feel free to contact us!
    Kathy Fox Polly Knudsen Maxine Levy
 847.718.4047 847.718.4193 847.718.4069

Sandy Siok, CCC Assistant
847.718.4059

The Buffalo Grove High School Parent Association has 
established a scholarship program to recognize and honor 
well rounded students who have made the most of their 
high school years. The number of scholarships awarded 
each year and their amounts may vary due to the available 
funds from the B.G.P.A. treasury and the number of the 
applicants. Scholarship winner(s) will be announced at the 
Senior Awards Assembly in May.
Criteria
•  Applicants must be graduating B.G.H.S. seniors.
•  Applicants must have maintained a 4.0 cumulative GPA 

including their 7th semester grades.
•  Applicants must plan to attend a post secondary school 

as a full time student.
•  Applicants must show involvement in co-curricular 

school activities.

•  Applicants must show involvement in extra curricular 
community activities and/or work experience.

•  Applicants must write a 1-2 page personal essay.

Applications were available in Buffalo Grove!s College 
Career Center on Wednesday, January 21, 2009, and are 
due back no later than Wednesday, March 18, 2009 in the 
College Career Center. 

We encourage all students who meet the above criteria to 
apply. If you have any questions, please don!t hesitate to 
contact one of us.
 Vickie Less, 847-259-8074, Less4mor@comcast.net
 Melanie Diamond, 847-471-3943, diamondedd@aol.co
 B.G.P.A. Scholarship Committee Co-Chairs

B.G.P.A. Scholarship Program
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Update Student Information
If you have had a change of address, change of job, or change in phone number(s) since you enrolled your child, we 
need to know this new information as soon as possible to update our records. This information enables us to be sure 
you receive important school information and/or where we can contact you in case of an emergency. 

Listed below is our Student Change of Personal Information form. Please cut out this form and when any of the 
information listed changes, please have your child deliver this form to the counseling office. Thank you for your help.

STUDENT CHANGE OF PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name:                                                                                  ID #                            

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  City: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Home Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  State/Zip: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Work Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Cell Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Custodian(s): _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Pager: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Relationship: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Father!s name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Mother!s name:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Father!s phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Father!s email:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Mother!s phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Mother!s email: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Emergency name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Doctor!s name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Emergency phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Doctor!s phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Band Notes
District 214 Symphonic Band Festival
The BGHS Symphonic Band will participate in the District 
214 Symphonic Band Festival on Wednesday, February 18, 
at 7:30 PM in the Buffalo Grove High School Theatre. This 
performance, sponsored by District 214, is an annual event.  
Also participating this year are Elk Grove High School and 
Wheeling High School. Don!t miss it!

Jazz in the Meadows
Come listen to the BGHS Jazz Bands as they perform at 
the Jazz in the Meadows Jazz Festival at Rolling Meadows 
High School on Saturday, February 28. This event not only 
provides musicians with an opportunity to perform, but to 
be critiqued by noted educators and professionals from 
within the realm of jazz. The highlight of the day will be 
the grand finale concert. For more information, please visit 
www.rollingmeadowsband.com.

Choral – Band Concert
Be sure to join us on Monday, March 2, at 7:00 PM for the 
annual Concert Band and Choral Concert. Musicians from 
both areas will perform in the Buffalo Grove High School 
Theatre.  

District 214 Honors Music Concert
Come hear the top musicians in District 214 perform a 
concert on Wednesday, March 4, at 7:30 PM in the Forest 
View Education Center fieldhouse. Selected musicians 
from all District 214 schools gather for a day of intensive 
practice with a guest conductor that culminates in an 
evening performance. The Forest View Education Center is 
located at 2121 S. Goebbert Road in Arlington Heights.

Web Page Updates
For the latest up-to-date information, calendars, and 
photos of band events, 
please visit our web page, 
located at www.bgband.
org. You can also access 
the band website from the 
Buffalo Grove High School 
homepage, just click on 
ÒActivitiesÓ on the left side 
of the homepage.



Assessment
Center
News

ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAMS 2009
At the beginning of February students in AP classes will receive the ÒBulletin for AP Students and ParentsÓ which gives 
you and your child information about participating in AP and taking AP Exams. They will also receive AP exam registration 
information. Registration will begin on February 2. This year students can register using a paper form or for the first time a 
new online method, which allows you to use a credit card. Please review this information with your student.
 Exam Dates: May 4 - May 15
 Exam fee: $86.00 per test   Registration deadline: Friday, March 13
 

 NEW THIS YEAR: AP exam registration and payment is available in two methods. Choose one:
 Online registration (credit card only): https://aptest.d214.org.  Print out your confirmation receipt.
      OR
 Registration form download (check, cash, or fee waiver):
  B.G.H.S. homepage -> Student -> Assessment Center -> AP Registration  
  Checks payable to: Buffalo Grove High School.  Submit the form to the Assessment Center.

PRAIRIE STATE ACHIEVEMENT EXAM - Juniors  -  April 22 and April 23
The Prairie State Achievement Exam (PSAE) is a state-mandated exam that measures the performance of Grade 11 students 
on the Illinois Learning Standards for English, mathematics, reading, science, and writing. The PSAE is two days of testing 
that include the state ACT, WorkKeys, and ISBE Science. All juniors will participate in testing on both test dates. The 
PSAE is required for graduation and the results will be on the student!s final transcript.

EPAS Testing - Sophomores and Freshmen  -  April 22 
The EPAS tests are district assessments that measure the performance of sophomores and freshmen.

On Wednesday, April 22, there will be a Special Schedule for Testing for juniors, sophomores, and freshmen. On Thursday, 
April 23, there will be Special Schedule for Testing and Class Schedules for all students. More information will be provided 
at a later date.  It is very important that your student(s) participate in the scheduled testing. Please do not make any plans 
that may conflict with these dates.

B.G.H.S.  HIGH SCHOOL CODE - 140447

ACT Test Dates
ONLINE REGISTRATION http://www.actstudent.org  (A credit card is required.)

 Test Date Postmark Deadline Late Registration (additional Fee)
 February 7, 2009 January 6, 2009 January 16, 2009
 April 4, 2009 February 17, 2009 March 13, 2009
 June 13, 2009 May 8, 2009 May 22, 2009

SAT I/SAT II Test Dates
Online registration is available: http://www.collegeboard.com  (A credit card is required.)

 Test Date Postmark Deadline Late Registration (additional Fee) 
 March 14, 2009 February 10, 2009 February 24, 2009 
 May 2, 2009 March 31, 2009 April 9, 2009
 June 6, 2009 May 5, 2009 May 15, 2009

Maureen Pfrank, Assessment Supervisor, 847-718-4030 Cheryl Driscoll, Assessment Assistant, 847-718-4036

Applications for the ACT and SAT Tests will be available in the Assessment Center and/or the College Career Center.

6



7

PARENT/GUARDIAN NOTIFICATION LETTER
NAEP 2009

Dear Parent or Guardian:

We are pleased to tell you that our school has been selected to represent schools across our state and 
nation by participating in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). NAEP is given 
by the U.S. Department of Education and tells us what American students know and can do in key 
subject areas. It is the only ongoing nationally representative assessment that provides this valuable 
information.

NAEP has been given in schools for more than 40 years. You may have taken the assessment yourself 
when you were in school. The results are published in a report called The Nation!s Report Card which 
provides reliable student achievement information to educators, parents, and other citizens.

In our school, the NAEP assessment will be given on Tuesday, February 10, 2009 in reading, 
mathematics, or science. In addition, a few students may be assessed as part of a field test in other 
subjects. Your child may be selected to take the assessment. In addition to subject area questions, 
students will be asked some background questions such as how often they use computers and what 
types of classes they take.

It will take approximately 90 minutes for students to complete NAEP. The results are completely 
confidential, and your child!s grades will not be affected. Your child may be excused from participation 
for any reason, is not required to finish the assessment, and may omit any test question. While NAEP 
is voluntary, we depend on student participation to collect information on student achievement that will 
inform improvements in education. Your child will represent many other students, so participation 
is very important. However, if you do not want your child to participate, please notify me in writing by 
February 3, 2009.

There is no need to study in preparation for NAEP. We do ask parents to encourage their children!s best 
efforts and to have them get plenty of rest the night before the assessment.

If you would like to have additional information about NAEP, please visit the web site at http://nces.
ed.gov/nationsreportcard. If you have questions or would like to review a booklet that includes the 
background questions and sample questions, please contact me at 847-718-4010 or via email at: carol.
burlinski@d214.org.

We are excited that our school will be participating in NAEP, and we are pleased that your child may 
be selected. We know that Buffalo Grove High School!s students will help us to show what American 
students know and can do!
 
Sincerely,

Carol Burlinski
Principal
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Physical Education Exemption for Spring Sports 2008-09
What is it?   Physical Education exemption is an opportunity for some students to substitute a closed, supervised study hall 
in place of Physical Education class during their competition season. 

Who is eligible?   Only Juniors and Seniors who participate in IHSA Varsity (or Jr. Varsity) sports are eligible. Participants 
in clubs, activities, or community sports are not eligible. Students enrolled in elective Physical Education courses (i.e. 
Dance, Advanced Physical Education, Independent Study, Grace/Power, 866, Adapted PE, Advanced activities) 
are not eligible for a Physical Education exemption. Students who already have a study hall, open period, early 
dismissal, or late arrival privileges will not be approved. 

What is required?   Students must complete an application and meet with the Division Head for PE/Health/Drivers' Ed 
before the deadline assigned to the specific sport. Deadlines are published in the Parent Newsletter and communicated to 
the student!s coach. All completed applications must be turned in no later than 3:00 pm on the specified deadline. Deadlines 
are very strict. APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE APPROVED IF TURNED IN AFTER THE DEADLINE.

Once enrolled in a closed, supervised study hall the student must attend daily just like any other class. This is NOT an 
open study. Students will be given specific instructions regarding use of this study hall. Violations will result in immediate 
removal from exemption, and the student will be expected to attend daily PE class. 

Where do I get an application?   Application will be available in the PE Division office at the beginning of each season.

When is the deadline for Spring Sports this year?   Strictly Enforced   
  Boys Gymnastics - Friday, February 20  Badminton - Friday, March 6
  Baseball - Friday, March 6        Water Polo - Friday, March 6
  Boys Tennis - Friday, March 6   Softball - Friday, March 6
  Boys Volleyball - Friday, March 13  Girls Soccer - Friday, March 13
 
ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DUE IN THE PE OFFICE NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM ON THE SPECIFIED DEADLINE.
 

If there are additional questions, please call Mr. Courtney White at 847-718-4173.

Emergency School Closing 
Due to Inclement Weather

This is the time of year when it is possible that school may be 
cancelled due to the weather. The following radio and TV stations will 
broadcast school closings. Be sure to listen for the words ÒTownship 
High School District 214.Ó

For additional information on closings, visit the District 214 homepage 
(www.d214.org); Select the Emergency Closing Information link. 
This will take you to District 214!s Emergency Closing Information 
page. This page will be updated as needed and will reflect the 
latest information regarding the operation of all district schools. The 
Emergency Closing Center offers two ways to access information-
visit their web site at www.emergencyclosings.com or by phone.  
Parents or students who wish to call to check whether a school is 
closed may dial 1-847-238-1234. They will then be asked for their 
school building phone number (847-718-4000). The system will 
announce the name of the school to the caller and let them know if 
school is open, closed, or no information has been received. There is 
no charge for this service.

AM Radio
WLS (890AM)
WGN (720AM)

WBBM (780AM)
WIND (560AM)

FM Radio

WLS (94.7FM)

Television
WBBM (Channel 2)
WMAQ (Channel 5)

ABC (Channel 7)
WGN (Channel 9)
Fox News Chicago

CLTV News

ACTIVITY & ATHLETIC 
BUS ROUTES

Activity/Athletic buses are provided for students who 
are involved in an after school activity/athletic event. 
Buffalo Grove Activity buses leave the school at 4:00 
pm. Our Athletic buses leave the school at 5:45 pm. 

Activity Bus #1 and Athletic Bus #1 will serve all 
students who live North of Dundee Road.  

Activity Bus #2 and Athletic Bus #2 will serve all 
students who live South of Dundee Road.  

 
The routes for these two buses are posted outside 
the Main Office and Attendance Office doors. If 
you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Igyarto 
in the Main Office at Buffalo Grove High School at 
847-718-4013.
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SPECTATOR CONDUCT
The Illinois State Board of Education and the Illinois High 
School Association require school districts to monitor  
spectator behavior at all school sponsored activities. 
Accordingly, an event supervisor(s) may request any 
person involved in misconduct to leave the premises and 
may contact the local police for assistance. The Board of 
Education has the authority to suspend individuals from 
attending all school sponsored activities for up to one year 
for spectator misconduct.

 Bison Boosters
As the winter sports programs wrap up, don!t forget about 
the Winter Sports Award night being held on Wednesday, 
March 11, at 7:00 pm at B.G.H.S. For the second time this 
year the Boosters will be picking three new winners in the 
Bison Big Buck Raffle. It!s not too late to enter the drawing. 
Tickets can be purchased that night prior to the drawing. 

On March 14, the Booster!s will host the annual Candlelight 
Bowl event at Arlington Lanes. Thank you to Eileen and 
John Newman who have worked hard in coordinating this 
event. For those of you who have not participated in this 
event, you are missing a great opportunity to get out and 
have some fun. For more information please call Eileen or 
John at 847-255-1038. Details are to the right.  -> -> -> ->

As always, thank you for your support of the Bison Boosters. 
Congratulations to all our Winter Sport Athletes. Good luck 
moving into Regionals, Sectionals, and beyond.  

GO BISON !!

It's Time For The
ANNUAL BISON BOOSTER

CANDLELIGHT BOWL 2009!!
When: Saturday, March 14, 2009
           Arrival between 8:30-8:45 p.m.

Where: Arlington Lanes
 3435 N. Kennicott
 Arlington Heights
 847-255-6373

Cost:   $46.00 per couple/$23.00 single

BOWLING**SHOES**FUN**PIZZA**POP**RAFFLE

Gather your friends, reserve a lane and enjoy the evening. 
There will be 3 games of Scotch Doubles with the one game 
being a Crazy Bowl. Choose your team wisely! Up to 4 
couples on a lane or we will place you. 

RSVP with your checks payable to ÒBuffalo Grove Bison 
BoostersÓ no later than March 1. Please reserve your spot 
early because reservations are on a first come first serve 
basis. Last year we sold out before the deadline! Checks 
may be mailed to:

 Eileen Newman              847-255-1038
 3134 N. Walker Lane West
 Arlington Heights, IL  60004
 Email: eandjnewman@comcast.net

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reserve our lane for the Candlelight Bowl:  (please print)

 Name:________________________________  

 Phone:________________________________

Team members: _______________________________

               _______________________________

               _______________________________

Enclosed is my check for $_________
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THANK YOU FOR BEING A BISON BOOSTER!!

 Expressions Preview Show
The Expressions, Buffalo Grove High School!s award 
winning show choir, will present the 2009 competition 
Preview Performance on Thursday, February 12, at 7:00 
PM in the Miller Theater. Come for a sneak peak at the 
award-winning group!s 2009 competitive show which will be 
performed at the DeKalb Show Choir Invitational in Auburn, 
Indiana, February 13-15. The mixed show choir, comprised 
of 38 singer-dancers, 12 band members and 4 crew 
members, is directed by Debora Utley and choreographed 
by Randy Sage. A donation is requested of $3.00 for adults 
and $1.00 for students.
 
The Expressions will compete again at 
the Chicagoland Showcase at Hersey 
High School on March 7 and at the Show 
Choir Nationals in Nashville, Tennessee, 
March 19-21.
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Please RSVP to StudentSer0i2es3d456.org or 2onta2t Mar: Da0idson at <6=>=5<>=?@6 Aith any 
Duestions or for spe2ial a22oGGodations 

 
 

***Workshop For Parents*** 

ToAnship High S2hool Distri2t 456 is hosting its 4nd session  
for students Aith spe2ial needs. 

 

!" ##$%&'(''

Community Agencies/Services Available 
for Students with Special Needs 

Panel discussion with main topics including: 
 In & Outpatient Mental Health Services / Hospitals 
 Agencies for Developmental & Other Disabilities 
 Economic Resources   

)"* +,-+.' (/ 0'(112'

3451'6'7411'89:9'

)%+"#;'<$"='>?, @-;$%&-A'B"&;"+''
4545 South GoeKKert Road L D5MM>5M5 

Arlington Heights, IL ?MMMR 
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'
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IMPORTANT NOTICE - ASBESTOS REMOVAL & PESTICIDE APPLICATION
Regarding Asbestos:
During the year, we will be conducting asbestos operations and maintenance work at all district sites. Work includes repair, 
removal, and other response actions to small amounts of asbestos containing material. All work is conducted by licensed 
asbestos workers and supervisors in accordance with IDPH, EPA and OSHA regulations. The work is generally conducted, 
whenever possible, in vacated areas and is monitored by a separate environmental consultant firm hired by the school 
district.

For information on the location of asbestos containing building materials in your building, please contact Mr. Seymour 
Schwartz, District 214 Director of Buildings and Grounds, at 847-718-7619.

Regarding Pesticides:
In 1999 the Illinois General Assembly passed laws requiring that public schools notify parents/guardians and school 
employees at least 48 hours prior to any pesticide applications on school property. The term ÒpesticideÓ includes 
insecticides, herbicides, rodenticides, and fungicides. The notification requirement extends to both indoor and outdoor 
pesticide applications.  Excluded from the notification requirement are antimicrobial agents (such as disinfectants, sanitizes, 
or deodorizers), insecticide baits, and rodenticide baits.

Buffalo Grove High School will be applying the following on Sundays in:  
March - Granular fertilizers and trimmer classic will be applied to all grass turf areas 

and garden beds to control weeds.
All Township District 214 High Schools have therefore established a registry of people who wish to be notified. To be 
included in this registry, please complete the form below and submit it to Mr. Ted Birren, Buildings and Grounds Supervisor 
at Buffalo Grove High School. Any other questions you may have regarding the District!s pest management practices may 
also be directed to Mr. Seymour Schwartz at 847-718-7619
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

School Pesticide Application Notification Program Registry

Please notify me, at least 48 hours in advance, when any pesticide applications will occur on school property.

 Parent/Guardian/Staff Member Name: ________________________________________

 Student Name / School: ___________________________________________________

 Address:  _______________________________________________________________

               _____________________________________________________(ZIP) _____

 Phone:     _______________________________________________________________

Return to Mr. Ted Birren, B.G.H.S. Buildings and Grounds Supervisor

 Message from B.G.!s Police Counselor, 
Officer Bob Heer

A friendly reminder: Thefts do occur from time to time at the school 
and most of them are preventable. Please remind your child to 
secure their valuables (calculators, IPOD, cell phone, etc.) when 
they are not in use. It only takes a second to get them Òripped offÓ.     

February Market Day Dates
 
HARD COPY DEADLINE: Tuesday, February 
10, B.G.H.S. Main Office or drop off at Linda 
Blankshain!s home, 4 Longwood Ct., Buffalo Grove, 
847-520-4059.
ONLINE DEADLINE: Friday, February 13, 12:00 
noon (www.marketday.com - account #5504)
PICK UP TIME: Tuesday, February 17, 5:30-6:30 
p.m., B.G.H.S. Cafeteria (Theatre Entrance)

NEXT PICK-UP DATE:  Tuesday, March 17 
OTHER OPTIONS: Sara Lee Stores & Peapod 
(account# 5504)

TIP LINE
As part of our continuing efforts to make our students, parents, 
and staff feel safe, Buffalo Grove High School has a dedicated 
anonymous tip telephone number.

Anyone wishing to anonymously report unsafe or illegal 
behaviors can dial 847-718-4104 and be connected to a voice 
mail box that is checked daily for information.
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